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The Battle of December 6, 1866 


By CHARLES D. SCHREIBEIS 


T was one o'clock p. m. Decem- 
ber 6, 1866, when a messen- 
ger reported that Indians had at- 
tacked the wood train which was 
about four miles west of Fort Philip 
Kearny and in route to the pineries 
by the way of the Sullivant Hill 
road. At the same time Indians 
appeared upon Lodge Trail Ridge 
and several of their bold pickets 
rode within two miles of the fort. 
No doubt, they had been sent to 
watch and report each movement 
of the garrison. 

Military relief for the train was 
organized. Colonel Henry B. Car- 
rington, District Commander, or- 
dered every available horse 
mounted and Lieutenant Colonel 
William J. Fetterman was sent in 
command of one company, with 
Lieutenant Bingham's company of 
regular cavalry, with orders to 
take the road, relieve the wood 
train and drive the Indians across 
the Big Piney Creek. 

At the same time Colonel Car- 
rington with Lieutenant George 

Grummond, three orderlies 
and twenty-one mounted infantry 
crossed the Big Piney to intercept 
the Indians which were expected 
to retreat in that direction before 
Colonel Fetterman’s men. 

Upon reaching the crossing of 
the Big Piney Creek Colonel Car- 
rington found that ice had formed 
during the night. This barrier 
made it necessary for the Colonel 
to dismount in three feet of cold 


water in order that he might clear 
the way, push on and ascend the 
eastern slope of Lodge Pole Ridge. 
He then led his little detachment 
direct toward the head of Peno 
(Prairie Dog) Creek. 

As Colonel Carrington's detach- 
ment pushed forward up the slope 
toward the summit of Lodge Trail 
Ridge all of the Indian pickets fell 
back except three which remained 
on the highest point of the ridge. 
After his detachment had pro- 
ceeded about four miles from Fort 
Philip Kearny, four Indian pickets 
appeared on the Bozeman Road 
to the right of them. A careful 
reconnaissance, however, re- 
vealed that thirty-two more Indi- 
ans were lurking in a ravine close 
by. About the same time Colonel 
Carrington observed to the rear of 
him that over one hundred Indians 
were descending the Sullivant 
Hills toward the Big Piney and 
following them in hot pursuit came 
Lieutenant Colonel Fetterman’s 
command. 

Things were now working very 
much as Colonel Carrington had 
anticipated except that a small 
party of Indians who, no doubt, 
surmised his purpose had come 
to intercept him instead. This 
clever maneuver on the part of 
the Indians now made it impos- 
sible for him to either intercept the 
Indians or to join Fetterman. 

Colonel Fetterman had prompt- 
ly carried out his original orders 
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Le 


and was now delivering a sharp 
fire at the small party of Indians 
which had intercepted Colonel 
Carrington’s moves. During the 
course of the skirmish, however, 


J 


most of the Indians retreated over — 


the crest of Lodge Trail Ridge into 


the Prairie Dog Valley, and Col- — 


onel Fetterman followed in hot 
pursuit. 

Colonel Carrington’s detach- 
ment of mounted Infantry was now 


free to push on westward toward — 


the summit of Lodge Trail Ridge 
at a gallop and as he crossed an 
intervening ravine the Indian 
pickets previously seen on the 
summit of Lodge Trail Ridge had 
disappeared. He could hear 
quick firing to the left and as his 
detachment of mounted infantry 
reached the summit of Lodge Trail 
Ridge he could see several large 
groups of Indians operating in the 
region of the west fork of Prairie 
Dog Creek, but these were still re- 
tiring before the persistent ad- 
vance of Fetterman’s command. 
At the sight of Colonel's detach- 
ment the Indians again attempted 
to rally against him and did ad- 
vance toward him as he decended 
into the valley, but retreated again 
as he continued to advance 
toward them. While he was 
descending the slope he planned 
how he might take the main val- 
ley of Prairie Dog Creek and cut 
off a body of Indians who were 
at that time operating on the west 
fork of the creek. As he proceed- 
ed, however, he was surprised to 
find fifteen of Fetterman’s cavalry 
dismounted and without an officer 
to direct their movements. In 


L 
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fact, they were not in a mood to 


make any movemenis. As Col- 


-oenel Carrington passed through 
them he ordered them to mount 
and follow him upon a gallop, but 
the men had, for some unknown 
reason, deserted Fetterman. 

As Colonel Carrington pro- 
gressed toward Fetterman’s com- 
mand the Indians again attempted 
to stop his advance, and as he 
tured a point he was surprised 
to find that only six of his men had 
turned it with him. One of which 
was a young bugler of the Second 
Cavalry, who informed him that 
Lieutenant Bingham had gone 
on down the road and around the 
hill to the right. 

To Colonel Carrington this 
seemed impossible, as lieutenant 
Bingham belonged to Captain Fet- 
terman’s command. The report, 
however, prompted Colonel Car- 
rington to sound the recall. Corp- 
oral Baker, hearing it, returned 
from over a hill toward the north 
and reported that Lieutenant Bing- 
ham must have gone beyond the 
second hill where he was cut off 
by a force of at least eighty Indi- 
ans. At that moment Private Mc- 
Guire fell and his horse on him. 
The principal chief who was oper- 
ating during the day made an at- 
tempt to secure the scalp of the 
unfortunate soldier but Colonel 
Carrington’s little detachment 
stopped and dismounted, and 
while one of the men held the 
horses the rest of them made a 
stand against about a hundred 
Taalee operations’ Ge"tke Bites, Bast 


barry Ist session, Ex. Doc. No. 33 (1887) 
p. 50. 
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yelling Indians. By this time the 
situation had become so desper- 
ate that a recall was again sound- 
ed in order to guide Fetterman in 
joining him. 

It was first necessary, however, 
for Colonel Fetterman’s detach- 
ment to make quite a circuit in 
order to avoid meeting the Indians 
too early for combined action.” 

During this time Colonel Car- 
rington’s men remained calm, re- 
served their fire and were suc- 
cessful in saving their unfortunate 
comrade. While the Indians were 
circling the little detachment Col- 
onel Carrington emptied one Indi- 
an saddle by a single shot. This 
caused the Indians to become 
more cautious, and thus made it 
possible for the little detachment 
to hold its position until relieved 
some twenty minutes later by Fet- 
terman’s command. 


The appearance of Fetterman’s 
men, however, caused the Indians 
to break in every direction. Col- 
onel Carrington then moved to 
the right and in the direction 
toward Lieutenant Bingham’s re- 
ported movement. The rescue 
party had proceeded but a few 
rods when suddenly it heard the 
cry “For God's sake come down 
quick,’ and then through the 
gulch where the Bozeman Trail 
was visible Lieutenant Grummond 
and three of his men were riding 
desperately. Close behind them 
were seven Indians in hot pursuit 
with spearheads ready to pierce 
the backs of the officer and sol- 


2. Francis C. Carrington, My Army Life, 
(Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1910) p. 131. 


3. Ibid., p. 133. 
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diers. Lieutenant Grummond, in 
desperation, had thrown away his 
revolver, had ceased to use his 
spurs and as a final resort he 
jammed his sword into his weary 
horse in order to urge him to 
greater effort.* 

After his relief from this grave 
situation Lieutenant Grummond 
informed Colonel Carrington that 
he had met Lieutenant Bingham 
after descending the ridge, and 
because of his mistaken idea that 
the cavalry was close behind, had 
accompanied him, and while they 
were busily engaged in chasing 
a dismounted Indian and cutting 
at him with their sabers, they were 
surrounded by a party of thirty 
Indians and Lieutenant Bingham 
was cut off. The command then 
put forth every effort to find Lieu- 
tenant Bingham and after an 
hour's search it found his body 
and that of Sergeant Bowers. The 
Sergeant's head had not been 
scalped, but in spite of the tact 
his head had been cleft to the 
brain with a tomahawk he was 
still living. He had, however, 
killed three Indians with his revol- 
ver before he had been finally 
overpowered. Sergeant Aldridge 
and four privates were also 
wounded. Three horses were 
killed and a few wounded. The 
Indians lost not less than ten 
killed besides those wounded.5 

A despatch was then sent to the 
fort for reinforcements. Captain 
Arnold went out with forty men in 
order to relieve the unfortunate 
detachments, and an ambulance 


4. Ibid., p. 134. 
5. U.S. Congress, op. cit., p. 38. 
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went out to bring in the dead and 
wounded from the field of carnage. 
At the sight of reinforcements the 
Indians broke for the Big Hom 
Mountains, and the Tongue River 
Valley. Severe weather and the 
coming of night prevented further 
pursuit. 
Blunders 


The officers and soldiers who 
had been sent out in pursuit of 
the Indians were brave and bold 
but apparently so over-confident 
in their ability that they failed to 
take into consideration that the 
Indians were true warriors with 
leaders capable of working out a 
definite strategic plan to lead the 
soldiers in ambush, and with war- 
riors capable of successfully ex- 
ecuting such a plan. Failure on 
the part of the officers to take 
these facts into consideration, no 
doubt, caused one blunder after 
another during the course of the 
battle. 

At the time that the detachments 
were leaving Fort Philip Kearny 
to go to the relief of the wood train 
and intercept the Indians, Lieuten- 
ant A. H. Wands, the regimental 
quartermaster was delayed to 
change his horse, and having 
been informed by the sentinel 
that Colonel Carrington’s detach- 
ment had gone in the direction of 
the wood road caused him to join 
Colonel Fetterman’s command. In 


_ spite of this mistake, however, he 


did good service for Fetterman. 
Captain Brown had been so full 
of the impulse to fight Indians that 
he rode from the corral to the 
wood train without any authority 
or knowledge of Colonel Carring- 
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ton and was with the wood train 
at the time that Colonel Fetterman 
joined it. He too, contributed 
greatly to the Colonel's move- 
ments. 


During his pursuit of the Indians 
fifteen of Colonel Fetterman’s cav- 
alry deserted him.6 The reason 
for this is unknown. Lieutenant 
Bingham's horse evidently ran 
away with him, and at the same 
time Lieutenant Grummond seems 
to have gotten the sudden impulse 
to leave Colonel Carrington’s de- 
tachment and had attempted to 
join Bingham. Colonel Carring- 
ton did not miss him for some time 
but when he did he sent D. Har- 
man with an order to Lieutenant 
Grummond to keep with him and 
obey orders or return to the post.” 
Both officers had disappeared sud- 
denly and nearly alone except for, 
perhaps, the three men who were 
later found with Lieutenant Grum- 
mond at the time that they were 
so desperately pursued by the 
seven Indians. 


By the death of Lieutenant Bing- 
ham all clue was lost as to his 
motives for leaving Colonel Fet- 
terman’s command. If he left him 
to join Colonel Carrington’s party 
he neglected to report to him. His 
sergeant, however, reported that 
his reason for leaving his com- 
mand so suddenly was the fact 
that his spirited horse had become 
unmanageable and had run away 
with him. Whatever the circum- 
stances he died a soldier. 


6, Colonel Henry B. Carrington, AB-SA-RA- 
KA Land of Massacre, (Philadelphia: Lippin- 
cott, 1879) p. 195. 


7. U. S. Congress, op. cit., p. 50. 
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Funeral 


December 9, 1866, was a sad 
day for the little garrison at Fort 
Philip Kearny for it was the day 
set for the funeral of Sergeant 
Bowers and Lieutenant Bingham. 
They were buried in the little cem- 
etery at the foot of Pilot Knob. 
Chaplain White conducted the re- 
ligious services while Lieutenant 
Grummond, assisted by Mr. Wes- 
ton, Mr. Sanders, and Mr. Beck- 
with conducted the masonic por- 
tion of the services. 

Captain Brown had been so 
fond of Sergeant Bowers that 
while the body was being pre- 
pared for burial he placed his 
own corps badge upon the breast 
of the remains. The soldiers, too, 
felt quite vindicative of the loss 
of Sergeant Bowers because he 
had so often been placed in 
charge of the hay crews and had 
skirmished so successfully in the 
defense of their work. 


Lesson 


After the little garrison had re- 
turned from the funeral, Lieuten- 
ant Grummond stopped in at 
headquarters to comment at the - 
services at the grave, for they had 
been very impressive. He also 
expressed gratitude for his mira- 
culous escape from the Indians. 
At that time he seemed to realize 
fully what madness it was to fol- 
low Indians over Lodge Trail 
Ridge without sufficient force to 
insure protection to the men in the 
field and the security of the fort. 

To Mrs. Carrington such a dis- 
aster seemed necessary in order 
to check the natural impulse to 
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every one who came to the fort 
to chase Indians regardless of 
numbers or rules. Colonel Fet- 
terman expressed himself as hav- 
ing learned a lesson, that the In- 
dian war had finally become a 
hand-to-hand fight, requiring the 
utmost caution, and that he 
wanted no more such risks.’ Lieu- 
tenant Grummond declared that 
the lesson would not be lost for it 
showed what madness it was to 
follow Indians very far without 
sufficient force, and what peril 
would come to the fort and the 
whole line of the Bozeman Trail 
by giving vent to rash impulses 
and disregard of the special work 
that then pressed them so hard.1? 

No one, however, analyzed the 
folly of the chase more thoroughly 
than had Colonel Carrington for 
he had carefully observed the 
clever military tactics of the Indi- 
ans during the skirmish and was 
able to determine their motives. 
He realized to his own satisfaction 
how skillfully the Indians had de- 
coyed his detachments to a fav- 
orable geographic position, and 
by flanking movements. had in- 
deavored to cut off all possible 
chance of their retreat back to the 
post. He also realized that the 
Indians had had sufficient en- 
couragement to attempt to try it 
again, and would, perhaps, be 
more successful in their next at- 
tempt. To Colonel Carrington it 
was a trap to be avoided. 


8. Colonel Henry B. Carrington, AB-SA-RA- 
KA Land cf Massacre, (Philadelphia: Lippin- 
cott, 1879) p. 194, 


9. Ibid., p. 195. 
10. Ibid., pp. 198-199. 
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His fellow officers, however, 
loved adventure too well to re- 
member for very long the pious 
precepts which they had ex- 
pressed after the impressive fu- 
neral services of the unfortunate 
Sergeant Bowers and Lieutenant 
Bingham. In fact both Colonel 
Fetterman and Captain Brown 
soon developed a disloyal atti- 
tude toward Colonel Carrington‘s 
administration and secretly plot- 
ted to disregard his conservative 
Indian policy at the very first op- 
portunity which presented itself 
and to then move actively upon 
Indians whenever they should be 
out of the fort with any consider- 
able force.11 


Official Report 


Colonel Carrington ended his 
official report by stressing his 
great need for officers. At that 
time both Captain Bisbee and Cap- 
tain Brown were about to be trans- 
ferred and this would leave the 
little garrison of six small com- 
panies of soldiers with only six 
officers including the adjutant and 
commissary. He also pointed out 
that if Captain Burrows went be- 
fore the retiring board and Cap- 
tain Kinney’s resignation was ac- 
cepted that Fort C. F. Smith at the 
crossing of the Big Horn River 
would also suffer. Then in a last 
desperate plea he climaxed his 
official report by saying: “This 
is all wrong. There is much at 
stake; I will take my full share, 
but two officers to a company is 
small enough, with mercury at 


11. U. S! Congress, loc. cit. 
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zero and active operations at 


hand.!2, 
December 19, 1866 


At last there had been a pitched 
battle with over three hundred 
Indians against a force of less 
than sixty men, many of whom 
were recruits but all the mounted 
men whom Colonel Carrington 
could move.!8 The Indians con- 
tinued to appear on the surround- 
ing hills but made no demonsitra- 
tion. They evidently were looking 
for an opportunity to repeat it and, 
no doubt, were confident of great- 
er success should they again be 
able to induce another detach- 
ment of considerable force to fol- 
low them over Lodge Trail Ridge. 

On December 19, 1866, the 
wood train was again attacked. 
This time a detachment was sent 
out under Captain Powell but he 
heeded the costly lesson of De- 
cember 6, obeyed orders, refused 
to pursue Indians over Lodge 
Trail Ridge and every man had 
returned safely. 

The Indians, however, were not 
disheartened but were determined 
to use more cunning strategy and 
try again. Their opportunity came 
on December 21. 


The Beginning of the End 


Official reports from Brevet 
Major General Philip St. George 
Cooke to Colonel Carrington are 
not available but a careful study 
of Colonel Carrington’s official re- 
plies to them indicates that Gen- 
eral Cooke had no sympathy with, 


12. Ibid., p. 38. 
13. Ibid., p. 36. 
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or understanding of Colonel Car- 
rington’s problems. Upon receiv- 
ing Colonel Carrington’s official 
report of the battle of December 
6, he immediately concluded that 
there was (1) want of discipline at 
the post, (2) want of confidence on 
the part of the officers, and (3) 
“That officers and men went ‘hel- 
ter-skelter’ in pursuit upon an In- 
dian alarm.'’!4 


From such conclusions on the 
part of his superior officer, Colonel 
Carrington realized that he was 
working against a forlorn hope for 
the future success of the Bozeman 
Trail, the security of his little gar- 
rison, or the security of his posi- 
tion. The battle of December 6, 
1866, was in reality, the beginning 
of the end of Fort Philip Kearny. 


14. Ibid., p. 38. 


WANTED... 


. . . diaries, letters, me- 
moirs, documents, pic- 
tures, or relics from rela- 
tives of soldiers, civil- 
ians, or officers who 
once served in some 
capacity at old Fort 
Philip Kearny. 
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Fort Philip Kearny 
December 15th, 1866 
Miss Stella Bingham, 
St. Charles, Winona Co. 
Minnesota 
Madam: 

Presuming that Col Carrington the commanding officer has an- 
nounced to you the sad death of your brother, who was killed Dec. 
6th in a fight with Indians. I send you herewith an Inventory of his 
Effects, taken by me by virtue of my position as his Military Adminis- 
trator. The money has been forwarded to ‘the Adjutant-General US 
Army Washington D. C.", by applying to him it can easily be obtained 
by his heirs. It will be necessary however for them to forward to him 
the evidence of two disinterested witnesses swom to before a Justice 
of the Peace or Notary Public that they are the heirs. The sword, sash 
and epaulettes, with private correspondence &c have been sent to you. 
His other effects were sold at auction & the proceeds as before stated 
sent to the Adjt. General by & subject to the order of his heirs. This is 
the customary manner of disposing of the effects of deceased officers, 
which it is supposed his heirs will not want, and which cannot be 
easily sent to them. Your brother was much esteemed by all who 
knew him, and his death is severly felt by all. He was buried with 
Military and Masonic honors and the whole garrison attended his 
remains to the grave, all being desirous to pay their last tribute of 
respect to one whom they all esteemed so highly. 

I am Madam 
Very Respectfully 
Your Obdt. Svt 
Wm. J. Fetterman 
Capt. 18th US Inf & Bvt Lt Col USA 1 


1. Courtesy of W. E. Bingham, photostadt copy in possession of the editor. 
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Headquarters Fort Laramie D. T. 
Mr. A. H. Bingham January 16, 1867 
Dear Sir 

In reply to your communication addressed to the Commanding 
officer of this Post. I would respectfully state that the circumstances 
attending the death of your son are as far as I can learn as follows: 

He in company with other officers and a mixed command of Infan- 
try and Cavalry left the Fort (Philip Kearney) with the intention of driv- 
ing away a party of hostile Indians hovering about the Post. During 
the engagement in which your son acted most bravely he became 
separated from part of his command they having fled. It appears that 
he then fell in with another officer, having with him at this time as I 
understood five or six men. Seeing an Indian close by he in company 
with this officer (Lieut Drummond since killed) started after him followed 
by the men, during the time they were attempting to chastise this 
(Indian, a large party of the enemy unobserved surrounded them. This 
occurred out of sight of the main command. In their attempt to cut 
their way out your son unfortunately became separated from the rest 
and was killed fighting as he died a brave and fearless man. 

If the satisfaction of knowing that ample military justice will be 
exacted from his murderers by his fellow officers and soldiers will be 
a slight compensation for your great bereavement rest assured it will 
soon be done. Arrangements are now being made to inflict condign 
punishment upon those wretches, and probably before Spring arrives 
a hundred shall fall for the death of your son. 

The death of this young officer is mourned by us all, and his loss 
will long be felt among those who had a knowledge of his many 
sterling qualities and adornments of mind and heart. 

The transportation of his remains to his home is practicable though 
hardly at this time of the year. I would advise early Spring. 

The body was placed in a substantial box lined with tin, if the re- 
mains were transferred to a metallic coffin, they could be carried to the | 
terminus of the Union Pacific Railroad now about midway between 
Forts McPherson and Sedgwick, on the north side of the Platte river. 
Every assistance will be given you should his removal be attempted. 
I will refer your letter to Lieutenant Gregg now commanding Company 
“C" and learn what effects your son was possessed of and all other 
information in reference to the case, and address you again as soon as 
received. Any information or assistance I can afford will be heartily 
contributed. 

I am Sir, Very Respectfully, Your Obt. Servant 
S. H. Norton 
Ist Lieut. & Adjutant 2d Cavalry 
Post Adjutant 1 


1. Courtesy of W. E. Bingham, photostadt copy in possession of the editor. 
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Notes on the Bingham Post Office and 
Stage Station 


By ARTHUR J. DICKSON 


FEW years ago, in company 

with the late B. F. Ketcham 
I visited the site of Bingham, the 
post office and stage station 
which had been established in 
the late Seventies near the pres- 
ent “half-way lane’ between Day- 
ton and Ranchester.1 Here the 
Bozeman Trail, which had been 
laid out in the summer of 1864, 
crossed the Tongue River and fol- 
lowed a northwesterly course. 
This location also coincides with 
that of the Sawyer engagement of 
1865, when a party of government 
road builders under the leader- 
ship of Col. James A. Sawyer, of 
Sioux City, Iowa, was corraled 
for two weeks by hostiles, with 
the loss of three men. This expe- 
dition was engaged in building a 
short-cut wagon route from Sioux 
City, lowa, via the Niobrara River 
region and the Black Hills, merg- 
ing with the Bozeman Trail at a 
point near Fort Reno. 

All that is left to remind the 
chance visitor of this well known 
land mark are the deep ruts of 
early caravans, and a large cel- 
lar, partly filled with a growth of 
boxelders. 


From old settlers I have pieced 
together this brief sketch. Ralph 
Veach of Sheridan, Wyoming, 


1. The location is approximately 20 rods west 
of the large barn on the A. E. Melby ranch, 
on the north bank of Tongue River, Section 
26, Township 57, Range 86. 


states that his father, J. R. Veach 
and a neighbor, Old Man Down- 
ey, built a portion of the Rock 
Creek-Custer Junction Stage Line 
through La Bonta Canyon in 1877- 
78. 


At the same time the line was 
pushed northward and the region 
east of the Big Hors was rapidly 
settled up. Patrick Brothers and 
Cluggage are names associated 
with the opening of the mail and 
stage line at this time. Bingham 
served the upper Tongue River 
section, with Frank Mock, son of 
the late Robert F. Mock, as post- 
master. Bingham, we are told, 
was named for Lieutenant Bing- 
ham, who was killed in the skirm- 
ish with the Indians near Fort 
Philip Kearny on December 6, 
1866, a few days before the Fetter- 
man massacre. - 


Frank Smith put in a stock 
of goods for the local trade 
and trafficked in furs with the In- 
dians. The two men operated the 
stage barn. It is also stated on 
good authority that the cellar was 
a safe repository for much of the 
liquid refreshment freighted in be- 
fore cold weather set in. 


In the winter of 1882-3 the post 
office at Dayton, Wyoming, was 
chartered. Mail was brought up 
from Bingham while that post 
office remained at the Tongue 
River crossing and for some time 
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after its removal to the McGrath 
ranch on Wolf Creek. Buffalo was 
our county seat until Sheridan 
County was carved out of the 
northem portion of Johnson Coun- 
ty. in 1888, when Sheridan became 
the county seat. Until the coming 
of the Burlington Railroad in 1893, 
the stage line and freight outfits 
continued to serve this section, 
plying between points on the 
Union Pacific and the Northern 
Pacific, after its extension up the 
Yellowstone in 1883. 

In the meantime Ohlman be- 
came a thriving rural center on 
the Five Mile, and a stage station 
was built on Soldier Creek. By 
1886, Bingham had measured the 
span of its lusty life. 


Patronize the advertisers in this 


issue of Old Travois Trails. 


George E. Geier 


\\7 AM an American.” 
Pe a so was he— 
“My father belonged to the Sons of the Revolution’ 
—His belonged to the Grand Army of the Republic— 
“My mother to the Colonial Dames” 
—His was descendant from Colonial pioneers— 
“One of my ancestors pitched tea overboard in Boston Harbor; 
Another stood his ground with Warren; 
Another hungered with Washington at Valley Forge.” 


—One of his raised, equipped, and commanded the “Jersey Blues” 
in the French and Indian War; 


Another was a major in that war; 
Another was a captain in the War of 1812. 


“My forefathers were America in the making; 
They spoke in her council halls;”’ 
—His spoke in the Continental Congress, 
Was a member of the Committee of Safety; 
A member of the N. J. Assembly and Speaker of the House; 
A signer of the Declaration of Independence— 
“They died on her battlefields; 
They commanded her ships;” 
—His died on her battlefields; 
They fought in the Civil War; 
They fought the Indians in our own great West— 
“They cleared her forests. 
Dawns reddened and paled. 
Staunch hearts of mine beat fast at each new star 
In the nation’s flag. 


Keen eyes of mine foresaw her greater glory; 

The sweep of her seas; 

The plenty of her plains; 

The man-hives in her billion-wired cities.” 

—His pioneered in Pennsylvania and New Jersey; 

In Iowa, when Indians still roamed the plains. 
They cut the timber; 
They broke the prairie sod,— 
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“Every drop of blood in me holds a heritage of patriotism” 
—And so with him— 
“I am proud of my past, I am an American.” 
—He, too, was an American, 
He participated in public affairs as his reason dictated; 
He strove for equality and justice for his fellow man; 


With keen mind and sharp tongue he assailed special privileges 
for the few; 

He was public spirited and liberal with his time for the benefit 
of others; 

He occupied a niche all his own in his community. 

It is fitting that he should rest in the soil which he tilled for so 
many years; that historic old Fort Phil Kearny, the outpost 
of the march of civilization westward, should shelter one 
whose ancestors were always among the advance guards 
of that civilization. 

Contributed. 
“T Am an American’—Elias Leiberman. 
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Absaroka Indians (Crows), 40, 138 

Acme (Wyo.), 128 

Adams, Abigail, 105-8 

Adams, John, 105, 107-8 

Adams, James Truslow, 105 

Adams, John Quincy, 105 

Adams, Henry, 105-6 

Agate (Neb.), 155 

Albuquerque (N. Mex.), 325 

Alder Gulch Gold Mines, 253 

Algonquin Indians, 30 

Aldridge, Sgt., 363 

Alliance (Neb.), 5 

Allin-Springfield rifle, the, 311, 313, 319 

American Legion, 162 

Anderson, Pvt. Thomas F., 219 

Arapaho Indians, 32, 59, 60, 76, 125, 
126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 135 

Arbuckle, 255 

Arickaree Indians, 229 

Arnold, (Brevet) Capt. —, 172, 363 

Aryans, 41 

Astoria (Ore.), 108 

Atlantic-Pacific Railroad, (the proposed), 
325 

Azores, 159 


B 


Bad Lands, 59 

Bacon, Judge Daniel Stanton, 212-13 

Bacon, Elizabeth Clift, See Custer, 
Mrs. G.A. 

Bailey, Ben, 275 

Bailey, Capt. —, 102, 156 

Baker, Cpl. —, 361 

Baker, Mr. and Mrs. Henry, 295 

Bald Mountain, 341 
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Banner Ranch, 126, 135 

Bannock City (Wyo.), 252-53 

Basin (Wyo.), 58 

Bass, —, bull whacker, 99 

“Batchelor,” steamboat, 241 

Bear Creek, 194, 323 

Bear Lake, 109 

Bear River, 59 

Bearclaw, Hartford, 162 

Becker, John, guide, 51 

Beckwith, , member of Masonic 
Order, 366 

Beemont, 278 

Beerli, Dave, 255 

Belknap, Sec’y of War William Worth, 
227 

Benson’s Landing, 240, 242 

Benteen, Capt. Frederick P., 228-29 

Berger Fork Creek, 278 

Berhold (N. Dak.), 249 

Berry, Sgt., 198 

Bezold, Charles E., 195 

Bezold, Fred, 195-6, 198 

Biddle Journal, the, 263 

Big Jaw, 339 

Big Goose Creek, 51,52, 56 

Big Horn Canyon, 6, 16, 34, 111, 248 

Big Horn County, 7, 112 

Big Horn County, Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, 7 

Big Horn Mts., 6, 20, 32, 43, 51, 57, 63 
66, 67, 91, 101, 154, 183, 232, 233, 
238, 243, 250, 254, 313, 327, 341, 
343, 364, 373 

Big Horn National Forest, 31 

Big Horn River, 139, 203, 214, 215, 240, 
241; 249-50, 253, 254, 263, 264, 265, 
268, 269, 272, 368 

Big Nose, 129, 135, 137 

Big Porcupine River, 254 

Big Porcupine Valley, 240 


Big Springs, 123, 125, 126 

Billings (Mon.), 5, 29, 83 

Bingham, A.H., 372 

Bingham Stage Station, 33, 373, 374 

Bingham, Stella, 371 

Bingham, Lt. Horatio S., 78, 140, 166, 
359, 361-6, 368, 371, 372 

Bisbee, Brig. Gen. William Henry, 286- 
290, 300; military postings & record, 
288-90 

Bismarck (N. Dak.), 249, 251 

Black Bear, 32, 60 

Black Canyon Creek, 17 

Black Hills (S. Dak.), 32, 59, 91, 144, 
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“Black Robes,” 39-40 

Blackfeet Indians, 30, 264, 265, 267, 
270, 271, 272, 276, 279 

Blair, Gov., Michigan, 212 

Blast Your Hide, 110 

Blue Springs (Neb.), 159, 169 

Boeuf (La Boeuf) Creek, 273 

Boeuf Creek Valley, 274, 275 

Boeuf Island, 275, 276 

Boise (Idaho), 211 

Boston (Mass.), 105 

Botanical Society, Liverpool, England, 
275 

Bowers, Sgt., 78, 363, 366, 368 

Bozeman Expedition (1874), 253-254 

Bozeman, John, 6-7 

Bozeman Road, 130, 133, 138 

Bozeman Trail, 6-7, 60, 109-111, 156, 
295, 368 

Bradbury, James, 273, 275, 276 

Braided Locks, 339, 342 

Bratt, John, author, Trails of Yesterday, 
99 

Brave Bear, 231 

Bridger, Jim, 6-7, 59, 109-10, 123 

Bridger’s Ferry, 156 

Brininstool, E.A., 156, 197 

Brock, A.L., local historian, Buffalo, 
Wyo., 87 

Brock family, 201, 255 

Brockenridge, Henry M., 276 

Brooks, Bert, 43 

Brookline (Mass.), 287 

Brown, Capt. F.H., 16, 111, 132, 133, 
135, 141, 167, 168, 169, 297, 364, 
368 

Brown, Maj. —, 103 


Brown, Capt. Albert, 60 

Brown, James, 274, 278 

Buffalo (Wyo.), 29, 35, 43, 44, 60, 139, 
140, 200, 249, 255, 295, 339, 374 

“Buffalo Bill,” See Cody, William 
Frederick 

Buffalo-Fort Fetterman Stage and 
Freight Road, 87 

Buffalo Springs, 296 

Buffalo Wallows, 13 

Bull Hamp, 129 

Bull Run, battle of, 217 

Burnett, Finn, sutler, 7 

Burrow(e)s, Capt., —, 296, 398 

Busby, 228 

Butler, Sgt. —, 230 
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Cabin Creek, 249 

Calamity Jane, 345-346 

“Calicos?? 132 

Callery, Pvt., 296 

Camp Douglas, 59 

Campbell, Gov. John A., 113 

Campbell, Malcolm, 140 

Canada, 30 

Cantonment Connor, 716, 7. 

Carrington, Col. Henry B., dz LT; L206 
20, 34, 35, 44, 99, 101-2, 116, 123- 
25, 131, 138, 139, 141, 142, 152-53, 
157-58, 170, 185, 191, 195, 198, 
201, 202, 287, 359-69 

Carrington Expedition, 34, 77, 123 

Carrington, Mrs. Henry B., 19, 158, 195 
201, 366 

Carter, —, 100 

Casper (Wyo.), 5,15, 29, 60, 109, 155 

Catch-The-Bear, 145 

Chapman, Capt. Samuel, 218 

Chattanooga, 110 

Cheek, —, 271 

Cheney, Louis, 296 

Cheyenne (Wyo.), 19, 31, 113, 155, 159, 
163, 244, 295 


» Cheyenne Indians, 20, 52, 53, 54, 39; 
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76, 123, 124, 125, 126-30, 135, 136, 

141, 230, 314, 315, 338-42, 346, 348 
Cheyenne-Black Hills Stage Line, 160 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 


5, 374 

Chittenden, Gen., 277 

Christian Endeavor, 162 

Chugwater River, 159 

Civil War, The, 79, 111, 183, 213, 216, 
217, 227, 231, 288, 290 

Civilian Conservation Corps, 20, 57, 164 

Clark, General (Lewis & Clark), 275 

Clats()op Indians, 109 

Clear Creek, 336, 341 

Cody, William Frederick (“Buffalo Bill’), 
59 

Cody (Wyo.), 60 

Coe and Carter, 99 

Coffinbury Train, 83 

Cole, Col. Nelson, 32, 59, 76, 77 

Colestrip, 228 

Collins, Lt. Caspar, 60 

Colter, John, 262-79 

Colter, John, children of (Absalom, 
James, John, Joseph, Lucy, Nathaniel, 
William), 275 

Colter, John, sale of possessions, 277 

Colter, Sally (“Lucy”), 274 

Confederates (Civil War), 217 

Connor, J.F., 31 

Connor, Brig. Gen. Patrick Edward, 59- 
61, 68, 76, 77, 110, 111 

Connor Battle Field State Park, 68 

Connor’s Battle, 51 

Connor Powder River Indian Invasion, 
TS h1s 338 

Cook, Capt. James H., 155 

Cooke, Gen. Philip St. G., 13, 300, 369 

Cooke City (Mo.), 343 

. Coulson, 241 

“Council Bluffs Eagle,’ 224 

Countryman’s Station, 241 

Crawford, Carl, 164 

Crazy Horse, 139, 315, 318, 336 

Crazy Woman Creek, 76 

Crazy Woman Crossing, 338, 340 

Crazy Woman Fork, 13 

Croghan, Henry, 63 

Crook, Gen. George, 51, 54-56, 139, 
227, 300, 337, 340, 345 

Crook Column, the, 340 

Crow Agency, 253 

Crow Indians, 29, 30, 38, 42, 84, 85, 
127, 162, 231-32, 250, 253, 254, 
264, 348 
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Crow Reservation, 254 

Crystal Cave, 63 

Cuba, 115 

Custer, Gen. George A., 51, 81, 139, 
211-231, 337-40, 345-46 

Custer, Mrs. G.A., 217, 225 

Custer Battlefield, 211, 248 

Custer Battlefield National Cemetery, 
20, 22 

Custer City, 254. 

Custer County, 254 

Custer Massacre, 240-41, 345 

Custer’s Last Stand, 142 

Custer, Tom, 222 

Cutler Divide, 57 
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Dakota, 285, 337 

Dakota, Dept. of, 336 

Dakota, South, 75, 346 

Dandy, Qtr.Mstr. George P., 183, 313 

Dang Your Eyes, 110 

Daniels, Lt., 296 

Daughters of the American Rey., 105, 
162 

Davis, Mrs. Jennee, 275 

Davis, W.F., 200 

Dayton (Wyo.), 31-32, 57, 66, 293, 295, 
301, 373 

Deadwood, 343 

Deer Creek, 19 

Delaware Indians, 30 

Deming, Pvt. Nolan V., 186, 192, 316 

Denver, 6, 90, 295 

De Smet, Father, 29-30, 38-40, 4243 

De Smet, Lake, See Lake De Smet 

De Smet, Father, Monument, See Father 
De Smet Monument 

Des Moines River, 83 

Devil’s Tower (Wyo.), 344 

Dilleland, James, 32 

Dillon, George, 156 

Disterdick, F.L., 31 

Douglas family, 201, 255 

Douglas Road, the, 87 

Downey, Old Man, 373 

Doyle, Pvt. Thomas, 188, 319 

Dubois Creek, 275 

Dull Knife, 335, 338, 339, 341, 342 


Duluth, 249 

Dundee (Mo.), 262, 273-79 

Driscoll, Cpl. Dennis, 17 

Dry Fork (of Powder River), 83-84, 87 
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Eaton Brothers Ranch, 55, 66 

Edgar Simmons Ranch, 340 

18th U.S. Infantry, Company C, 2d Bat- 
talion, 166, 172 

11th Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, 164 

11th Ohio Cavalry, Companies E and K, 
59 

Empedacles (sic), 4 

England, 105, 161 

Enoch, W.H., 31 

Evans, Rev. Stanley T., 58 
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“Far West” steamboat, 215,227 

Father De Smet Camp, 162 

Father De Smet Monument, 43 

Fayal, 13,159 

Ferry Point, 249 

Fetterman, Capt. F.W., 19, 78, 89, 131- 
142, 156, 159, 164, 167-73, 185, 
201-2, 249, 296-99, 311, 361-71 

Fetterman Disaster, the, 20, 51, 89, 116, 
140, 165, 174, 183, 185, 188, 199, 
287, 295, 317, 319, 323, 343, 373 

Fetterman Disaster, Names of dead, 140, 
174-75 

Fetterman National Monumnet, 22, 191, 
195, 287 

Sth U.S. Infantry, 242 

Sth U.S. Volunteer Regiment, 75, 77 

Finnerty, rptr., 51 

lst Battalion, Nevada Cavalry, 68 

Fischer (Fisher), Isaac, 132, 136, 159, 
167, 169 

Five Forks, Battle of, 222 

Five Mile River, 374 

Flathead Indians, 38 

Forks, the, 13 

Fort Benton, 251 

Fort Bridger, 201-2, 253 

Fort Buford, 249 

Fort Caspar, 170, 298 


Fort Clats(op, 108 

Fort Collins, 295 

Fort Connor, 32, 60, 350 

Fort Custer, 240, 244, 250, 295 

Fort Donaldson, 110 

Fort Douglas, 202 

Fort Fetterman, 19, 90-91, 244, 337- 
38 

Fort Phil Kearny, 6, 7, 10-17, 20, 22, 
31, 34, 35, 44, 51, 58, 60, 75-79, 89, 
99, 102, 111, 116, 123-42, 151-64, 
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